Anaesthesia for emergency caesarean section in a parturient with bleeding placenta praevia and a potentially malignant hyperthermia-susceptible fetus.
A parturient who was 35 weeks' pregnant by her husband who was known to be susceptible to malignant hyperthermia, required anaesthesia for caesarean section for bleeding placenta praevia. The patient was considered to be haemodynamically stable and the procedure was carried out uneventfully under subarachnoid block. Anaesthesia was conducted as for an individual who is susceptible to malignant hyperthermia. The combination of the potential susceptibility to malignant hyperthermia of the fetus, and the problems of bleeding placenta praevia, produced an unusual clinical situation with potential conflict of interests when choosing the anaesthetic technique.